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subtlety.' At the period of his correspondence with
Hume on the * Dialogues/ Sir Gilbert was under thirty.
About the same time he took an active part, according
to the wont of the Scotch gentleman of his day, in the
sittings of the General Assembly. A few years later he
became one of the original members of the Poker Club in
Edinburgh, instituted in 1762, and for several years sup-
ported by some of the most distinguished men in Scotland,
David Hume, Adam Smith, Adam Ferguson, and others ;
but before that date he had entered Parliament as
M.P. for Selkirkshire, and official life as a Lord of the
Admiralty.1 Two years after his first appearance in the
House of Commons he was included in the administra-
tion of Pitt and Grenville, composed of the most
eminent men of all the sections of the Whigs, and
thenceforward to the day of his death he preserved a
prominent position among the public men of his time.
Without adopting the perhaps partial testimony of his
countrymen to his successes in Parliament,5 we will

1 Sir Gilbert sat in Parliament for Selkirkshire from 1754 to 1765,
and for Roxburghshire from 1765 until his death in 1777. He was ap-
pointed Lord of the Admiralty in 1756, Treasurer of the Chambers in
1762, Keeper of the Signet in 1767, Treasurer of the Navy 1770. His
first political connections were with, Pitt and the Grenvilles; later he
became an adherent of Lord Bute. Various circumstances related in
Walpole's History of George HL. and in Sir Gilbert's own papers show
that no pains were spared by him to reconcile Pitt and Lord Bute,
rendered nugatory by the vanity of the one and the contemptuous bearing
of the other.

* Dr. Somerville in his memoirs mentions that he attended the
debates on the exclusion of Wilkes, and says that those considered the
best speakers were Lord North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, and GoTernor
Johnstone. Principal Eobertson (author of the History of Charles F,)
told Dr. Somerville, that in acuteness of reasoning and practical